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On March 8, 2017, Stuart Biggs will update the attendees at the
Railroad Equipment Financial Conference on the state of the North
American Locomotive Fleet. This update covers both new high
horsepower locomotives added by both EMD and General Electric, as
well as a snapshot of the current top eleven locomotives as currently
registered in the Association of American Railroads, RailInc Umler
rail equipment registration system. Stuart’s chart of new
locomotives is based on his original research.
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spent over 39 years in the railroad industry with a mix of significant experience with railroads and leasing
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focus on rail equipment, locomotive, railcar, and maintenance of way equipment valuations. Ed Biggs has
companies, including experience in fleet operations, mechanical, and sales. Biggs has particularly in-depth
knowledge of railcar extended life upgrade and rebuilding programs. Biggs Appraisal also researches a
wide variety of subjects to support valuations, both for its own interests and those of its clients. Stuart
Biggs has been involved with every aspect of Biggs Appraisal’s business for over 5 years and is a qualified
rail equipment inspector that you can expect to see more of on inspections. Johanna Biggs Mitchell has
been working behind the scenes for a couple years in research, appraisals, and inspections. The articles in
Subjects of Value are by necessity brief and are designed to spur further conversation. Questions,
comments, and feedback are always appreciated. This newsletter is aimed at people interested in the rail
industry. If you wish to be either added or removed from our mailing list, please email us at
biggsappraisal@yahoo.com. We encourage industry distribution of this newsletter.

Eleven Families of Locomotives Represent the 65% of the Locomotive Fleet in North America

The top 11 locomotive families of units
registered in Umler were taken from the
manufacturer’s unit description field. As this
is a free form field, the data found in this field
is somewhat up to the whim of the person
entering the data and can range from much
abbreviated to very descriptive. As of January
2017, the Umler System had 43,133
locomotive units registered. We suspect that
there are a considerable number of “phantom”
locomotives registered in the Umler system. It
is very inexpensive to keep a unit registered
in Umler with no real impetus to remove
retired units.
Biggs Appraisal can provide detailed research
studies of various railcar and locomotive subjects
using data from Umler. Contact us for more
information on how we can assist you in providing a
more in-depth look into your equipment.

Biggs inspects and appraises locomotives of all types including diesel, gas, electric, and steam on a regular basis.

